Antibodies to endostatin in a multifocal glioblastoma patient.
Endostatin, a C-terminal fragment of collagen XVIII is involved in the regulation of neovascularisation in solid tumours in mice. However, few data are available on the concentration of endostatin protein in patients with cancer. Paradoxical results obtained in this way prompted us to investigate an antibody to endostatin. We detected antibodies to endostatin in the serum and in the tumour brain tissue of a patient with a multifocal glioblastoma, and in the serum samples from two patients with aggressive tumours. These data suggest that endostatin overexpression by tumour tissue might induce a humoral immune response.